Amino acids and cholesterol levels of leukemic lymphocytes infected with bovine leukemia virus (BLV).
We performed qualitative and quantitative amino acids analysis of lymphocytes from normal and leukemic cattle (infected with bovine leukemia virus) to determine cellular cholesterol levels. Leukemic lymphocytes exhibited quantitative differences in the levels of some "glycogenic", "ketogenic" and "glyco-ketogenic" amino acids. These differences may reflect the disturbances of Krebs cycle. Evidence was produced that increased cholesterol content in the above lymphocytes was associated with disorders in beta-oxidation processes of leukemic cells.